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— at transplanting stage)
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and (i) New plantations
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Begular application with a belanced fertilizer
mixture is essential for healthy growth and
produchon. The recommended fertilizer mix-
twres contain the three major plant nutrients,
MNirrogen, Phosphorus and Potassivm.  In addi-
tion, Magnesium another major essential efemen;
iz also spplied at regular intarvals.

fii}

USE OF INOCRGANIC FERTILIZERS
1. Fertilizers

The inorganic fertilizers used for coconut
are listed below —

A. Nitrogenous fertilizers : oM

(i) Urea 48.0
2 Phosphatic Fertilizers ; %F{!ﬂs
(i) Saphos Phosphate 275
{ti} Consentrated Super Phosphate 42.0

n
C. Potassium fertilizers: %KE o
(1} Muorate of potash G0
D. Magnesium fartilizers: Mgl
(1) Ground dolomitic limestone 20
{il] Kieserite 24
(iiiy Commercial Epsom salts 16

2. FERTILIZER MIXTURES

Separate fertlizer mixtures are IECOMIMEDN-
ded for seedlings. young and adult palms.
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For each planting hole, the fop
soil for filling should be mixed with
the following :

Dolomite T kg
Saphos Phosphate 1/2 kg,

Replanting, Underplanting. Re-
placements:

Mix the following with the top
soil for each planting hole.

Ammoniurn Sulphate 172 kg,
or

Urea 1/4 kg
and

Muriate of Potash 1/4 kg.

In addition to the inorganic ferili-
zers recommendad above 10 ke
of dry cow dumg per planting
hole would bz bensficial.

Mixture for young palms (from
six months until bearing)

The composition of voung palm
mixture is given in Table 1,

Rates of fertilizer application are
increased according to the age of
palms as given in Table 2. A&
higher dossge is recommended for
all second plantations, and zlse for
new plantations on white sandy
soils. For hybrids (CRICEB51.11/2
times the mecommended dosege
should be applied.
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Tabia 1. Compasition of auxture (parts by wediht].

Mixiure Lirea Saphas phoesphate Muriate of potash

cu 2 3 2

Table 2. Rate of Application for young palms (lo be applied six monthly)

Time after planting (months) CLY Mixture
NC 5P
[=)] (b} gl 1))

—18 178 {04} 525 (1.2)
18—30 380 {0:8) 525 (1.2)
30—42 525 {1.2} 700 (1.6)
42—54 700 {1.86) B75 (2.00
54 months to bearing | B75 (2.0 1050 (2.3)
MNC  —New clearings

SP —Second plantations/new planiation on sands

In addition to the application of the above mixtures ground dolomitic limestone should be
applied at the rate of 1 1/2 kg per palm every three years.

C. Adult palms:

There are three mixtures for adult
coconut. Their composition, and
the rate of application are given in
Table 3. The appropriate mixiure
for your area should be selected
according to the climate and 50il
type, as described in Table 4.

Table 3. Composition of fertifizer mixtures and rates of application Adult Palm.

Adixturs Urea Saphos phos- | Concentrated i AMutrizte of | Rate (palmyyr)
phate superhos- ! Potash K. Jh.

| phate
cu 1 07 0.7 £ 186 30 | (68)
cu 2 05 06 — 0.9 20 {4.4)
cu 3 0.6 1 0.3 1.1 20 | (44)

For hybrids {CRIC 65) 1 1/2 times the recommended dosage snould be spplied
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Table 4. Fertilizer recommendation according 1o son type and climate

Ciimate Zone Soil Type ffncture

Wet Zone Gravel/Cabook or Sand cu 1

‘_ Loam or Clay cuU 2

Intermediate Zone Gravel or Sand CL 1
Loam or Clay cu 2

Dry Zone Gravel i cu1
Loam or Clay 5 cu 2

J Sand cu 3

i

In addition to the NPK ferilizer mixtures, it is necessary that ground dolomitic imestone 15
applied at the rate of 2 kg (4 1/2 Ib.) per palm in the wst zone and 1.5 kg. (3 1/21b) per
palm in other areas once in three years.

3 METHOD OF FERTILIZER APPLI- B Aduit pafm; Fertilizers should be broad-
CATION cast in the entire ares of the soil surfacs
: round the bass of the palm vp 10 a
A Young palms: In the sarly stages (upto distance of 1.75 meters (about ') from

12—1B months} fertilizers should be
broadcast close to the palm covering the
entire full circle upto a distance of
0.3 meiers (ebout 1) from the base
As the palm grows older this area

the base. The fertilizer should then
be dug over into the soil with mammoties
or forks, Unless weed growth is ex-
cessive it 1S not necessary to wesed
round the pzlm before fertilizer appli-

should be gradually extended up 10
about 1.5 meters {about 5’} at the time of
flowerning.

cation. The ares on which ferilizer
has been applied should be mulched
with ‘weed thrash, dried fronds or

The fertilizer should be dug over into the soil
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husks, A mulch helps to ckeck subse-
quent weed growth and conserve mois-
ture in the manure circle. It 2lse reducss
soil temperature and prevents drying of
the soil surfzce and adds organic matter
10 the soil on decomposition.

FREQUENCY OF APPLICATION

Young paims: At least hali-yearly appli-
cation of fertilizer is recommended
When circumsiances permit, guarterly
applications may be adopted with ad-
vantage, particularly on sandy soils
subject to heavy rainfall during the
mMONSoans,

r\

8. Adult palms: Fertilizer application should

be carried out annually. In areas where

both monsoons pravail, and parbcularly

on sandy soils. sfx monthly apolication

with each monsoon may be adopted with
advantage.

5. TIME OF APPLICATION

Fertilizar should be applied whean the soif is
moist. On light sandy soits, biannua! applications
is recommendad at the =i end of heavy rains.
It guarterly applicetions are preferredthey should
be done at the begimingand towards the end of
each of the monsoon. If ther is a tendency for
the land to get water-logaed, fertilizer appli-
cation should be done after the heavy rains are
aver.



