USE OF ORGANIC MANURE

Addition of organic matter improves the
soil in several ways. It improves both the
physical structure as well as the chemicsl
composition. Sandy soils are friablized and
their water holding capacity is increased. Clays
are made loose and porous, Organic matter
also increase nutrient holding capacity of the
soil, and thereby improves the conditions for
plant growth.

Organic manure can also provide some of the
plant nutrients. Because of the low nuthent
conmtent compared to anificial fertilizers much
larger quantities are reguired. Also, the missing
nutrients will have to be provided. Use of
ofganic manures is encouraged wheraver PoOssi-
ble.

Locally available organic manures such as
cattle and goat dung. poultry manure, farmyard
manure, composts and coconut husk ash can be
used for manuring coconuts provided they are
supplimented with inargzanic fertilizers to form 3
balanced manure mixtureé 1o meet the require-
ments of coconut palms
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Usually erganic manure reguires supplementing
with one or more inorganic fertilizers. In order
to maintain the correct supply of major nutrients
using both inorganic and organic fertilizers,
numerous combinations are possible.  The detgils
are given in Table 1.

All animal dungs can give the nitrogen re-
guiremenis of the palm. Potassium may be
added as ash derived from several orgenic
materials such as wood, coconut husk, bun
ends of fronds, paddy husk, citronella grass
salvinia and cinnamon leaves etc.
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