THE COCONUT INDUSTRY OF CEYLON:
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"~ and more animals are living on the co::onut lands, taking more and more from the soil and gmc_iﬁnlly
reducing its fertility by overgrazing, and by the sale or burning of all available plant products
without putting anything back. '

"Coconuts have sometimes been described as the lazy man’s crop because with little attention
it Aourishes. ‘There are, 1 am afraid, some who still believe that all that is necessary is to scoop
a small holc in the ground, place therein 2oy sort of coconut, leave it to grow up unaided arfd sit
and wait for the nuts to ripen and fall.

This as most of you khow is very far from the troth, A coconut palm is like a man ; it needs
to be nursed while it is growing up, nourished through its adolescence, propesly fed and main-
tained during middle age, and replaced with new stock and a new generation during its declining
years.

Much has to be done if your palms are to yield well, if your coconut garden is to be a pride
and joy, and if your inheritance is to be passed on to your children’s children still in 2 sound and
floutishing condition.

If a grower gives little time or money to the cultivation of his coconuts, crops wilt decline
and his income will fall ; he will grow poorer and be able to do less and Jess vatil his propetty
becomes practically worthless. Then he will be like the man mentioned in the Bible who had
neglected his talent and from whom his Master took away all that he had and gave it unto others
who could use it better.

T want now to refer briefly to the main business of the day—co-operation in relation to coco-
nuts. 1 have already told you that the coconut industry is generally not so well organised or so
well managed as tes and rubber. Co-operation, I consider, offers the only solution of this weak-

_ness. - By combined operations through your Co-operative Societies, the Coconut Industry cannot
fail to gain in strength and prestige. If you are a co-operator, you will be able to turn your crop
into manufactured products and the profit will all be yours. You will be able to use your enhanced
profits for the-proper mainténance or for the rehabilitation of your gardens if that is necessary.
You will be able to stock them with the finest selected seedlings, plant them in the right way,
weed them and cultivate them and manure them regularly, according to the advice given to you
by the Advisory Field Officers of the Coconut Research Institute. '

In unity there is strength, if the bonds are sound and reliable. If coconut growets, both
farge and small will co-operite loyally and, enthusiastically, it will bring them greater profit and -
will add to the wealth and prosperity. of this country.

Let us then learn to be proud of this great industry and see to it that it is soundly and firmly
secured on a basis of mutual aid and co-bperation. So may it grow from strength to stzength.
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