The coconut caterpillar suddenly gets irritated
as a parasite stings while the caterpillar is enjoy-
ing its meal of coconut leaf tissues. The excited

caterpiliar thunders thus
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Why did you prick me
on sight? It is wvery
painful,

I not only pricked you but

also deposited my eggs
on your body.

Why ? For what pur-
pose,

You have become the
daily bread of ouwr
young ongs. They
take different meals
from wyour body and
grow up like us. In
short we multiply.

Eut we are not proble-
matic 1o asnyone. A
few mouthfuls from a
coconut leaf will not
endanger plantations.

What do you mean.
You have already causzed
outbreaks in coconut
plantations all over the
island and are now
really a threar. But
vou all cannot escare
us a5 we follow you
anywhere, We have

Coconut Bulletin, 1 (1984),

Coconut Caterpillar:

Parasite -

Coconut Caterpillar:

Parasite z

By Szreth £fcndrasii

further deployed our
efficient members in
various regions, ard
they have the ability to
attack you in your egg.
larval and pupal stages_

Does it mean that we
do not survive?

Yes, Because our
young ones deveiop by
consuming your body
fluid.

Thén how do you all
know our presence
hene? Furthermore
we are now small in
numbers. Many of cur
members went into ob-
livion as the owner
burnt ©ur SanciUaries.

When you all form
galleries and get asta-
blished in coconut
leaves, the land owners
report on your activi-

ties to the Ceconut
Research Institute,
Lunuwila. Those
Officers, after 1-spec-

tions drive us down
here. There we are
provided with up 1o
date breeding stations
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nourished and
after,

well
iooked

So do you all operate
fram the Coconut Re-
search Institute Head

Quarters to different des

tinations.

Mo. No. We are provi-
ded with another
breeding station 3t
Myiambavely inEastern
Province.

Why do they employ
you to give us this sort
of attack?

You can be got rid of by
using Agro chemicals
also. But they are very

costly.and causehazards
tous2swelles those who

handlethem Surely this is
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why we have been
given this entire con-
tract.

So how are you all des-
patched 1to various
locations 7

Normally we are sent
by post. But at times
gentlemen of Coconut
Research Institute
bring us along with
them and are let off.

Wondarful !

There is no wonder in
that. We are well
pleced in tubes, and
these tubes are packed
in wooden boxes and
thus zre sent by mail
On receipt of this parcel
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the land owner has 10
pull the tubes 0 &x3-
mine our emergence.
if we are late he is ad-
vised to keep the tubes
in a coal place so that
wa can come out con-
veniently afterwards.
Thereafter we are re-
lpased where you all
are. On return of the
empty tubes and boxes
1o Coconut Research
Institute another com-
bat force is despatched,
and this process is con-
tinued till you all dis-
appear.

well, with all your com-
bat forces, | am sure
that you cannol even
touch our adults.
True, This is exacily
why tha owners are
lighting night fires in
their lands, where you
all roost. and your
adults fly into the fire
and die. and the
balance lot of you of
course we kill.

Oh. is that cosrect |
am trembling.

This is just the result of
my mission. In ashort
whitle you will get para-
lized and upon your
body, my brood will
develop. Without
much waste of time |
have 10 go now in
search of another prey
like you to continue my
progeny, for the bene-
fit of the coconut in-
dustry.



