. Ceylon Cocon. Plrs. Rev, (1973) 7, 38-40.
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Scedlings Transplanting—What are the effects of transplanting and qgronomic
practices on the seedling performances ?
1. . Sumbak, J. H.—Coconut scedling establishment as affected by . scedling
development at transplamiing as well as agronomic practices. Papua
New. Guin. ggric. J, 1970, Vol. 22, 6-25, Tllus. graph. tabl, ref. 6. (Low-
. lands Agricultural Experiment Station, keravat).

Different physiological ages at transplanting maintenance systems, depth of
planting and fertilizer use were studied in an experiment with three replications
in timeo. The location was a pumice ash. soil which had previously, been subjected
1o a period of cropping, on the Gazelle Peninsula of New Britain.

Results were assessed through regular height and frond production measnre-

.ments and fresh ‘weight of the top growih of the seedlings, determined at various

stages. Frond samples for chemical analyses were also collected.

At an equal time from nursery planting, transplants with up to four leaves
had made better growth than “crow’s beak” transplants with older transplants
suffering considerable transplanting shock. Cost factors tend 10 make growth at an
equal time from transplanting more important than that of growth at an equal time
from nursery planting and indications were that older secdlings retained their
advantage at least partially. A method which appears to combine minimum trans-
planting shotk with relatively low maintenance costs is mentioned.

The importance of controlling weed growth is clearly demonstrated. Indica-
tions are that moisture stress and light availability as well as soil nutrients are of
utmost importance in seedling establishment and development, Weed competition
for sulphur and probably nitrogen is indicated with complete weed control acting
as a substitute for fertilizer.

There was a suggestion that shallow planting was preferable under clean
weeding and regular slashing, while deeper holes were Tavoured where infrequent

slashing was used; and that “crow's beak” transplants performed bettar under -
.. conditions of decp planting while the older stages preferred shallow planting. These
- indications were not taken as confirmed.

Rainfall and sunlight subsequent to field planting were shown to be of con-

siderable importance in successful establishment. (Author's summary),

Cassava—What is 1hie opiihin)n level of potash fertilizer for cassava ?

' 2. Kumar, B. Mohan, et al-Influcnce of potash on cassava, hudian J. Agron.,

- 1971, Vol. 16, 82-84. Table. ref. 6. (Central Tuber Crops Rescarch Ins-
titute, Trivandrum 10, India). ) )
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The tuber yield of cassava increased progressively with the application of
potash upto 100 kg/ha, beyond which it decreased and the optimum lovel was
found to be 103 kg/ha. As regards the optimum time of potash appllcmxon for
maximam yield and starch content of tubess, 1/2 doseas basal + 172 dose Applied
one month after planting was found'beneficial as compared to other. split appli-

- cations studied. The maximum starch content of cassave tubers (33.5 per cent)
was oblained at the same s;pht application. The uptake of polash by plant parts
i &stuber, leaf and stem portions was also mcreascd with increase in potash apph-
cationi.” (Author’s summary). . .

Pangola Grass—How effective this grass as a feed for rmm'mmjf' ?

3. Thomas, Q. A. and McLaren, L. E.—Some studies on the digestibility of
pangola grass (Digitaria decumbens Stent.) in Jamaica. Trop. ggric.
. Trin., 1971, Vol. 48, pp. 225-235, Tabls. ret. 37. {(Ministry of Agrmlmre
and Flsherm Bodles. 0ld Harbour, Jamaica, W. 1.).

-Pangola grass grown under -a uniform pattern of management and cut at
intervals ranging from 33 10 67 days was fed to ponned sheep in 12 digestibility
trials. The proximate composition of each sample harvested and the digestibility
characteristics of cach component therein were ‘determined. The crude protein
{CP) fraction was the most variable feature, both in content and digestibility,
and appeared to offer the most important index for assessing the nutritive value
of the grass. CP content was significantly correlated with CO digestibility (r=0.91)
and with crude fibre (CF) digestibility (r=0.71). There was some tendency also,
although not significant, for CP content to be assaciated with dry matter (DM)
digestibility {r=0.46). CF content, however, was neither reiated to DM digesti-
bility (r=0. 16) nor significantly correlated with CF digestibility (r==0.41). Regres-
sion equations are given where significant felationships were observed,

It was doeduced that the CP content of Pangola grass should not be less-than .

8 per cent of the l‘)M forthe m-untenanoe and growth of ruminant animals, (Author 5
summary).
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Pineapple.«-—Whar are the cultural practices for .s'ucce.s;;sﬁtl cultivation ?

4. Waithaka, J. H. G. and Puri, D. K.——Receat research on pineapple in Keniya,
World Crops, 1971, Vol. 23, pp. 190-192, Graph.. tabls. ref, 6. (National
Homaﬂmral Rcscarch Statlon, Thika, Kemya) . )

Trials to determine the eﬁ'ects and uses of fungntton,.mulchms, fcmhzers

urngauon pIa.ntmg material, plant populauons herbtcxdes, dwcascand pcst controi .

in pineapple growing in Kenya are. described.. RS ~-“

v

Preplant fumxgauon with DD, Ncmagcu a.nd EDB on replam tand glm 2 - 7, ;
significant increase in grade 1 fruit, Plistic ' mulching also' gives: ramd fnut dcve!op- freo

ment, better fruiting pcrcmtagcs and mcreased yu:lds

Fertilizer applxcatmns of 420 Tbs. aol' mlrogen pcr “acre durmg thc ﬁrst ycar R

. followed by 105 lb/acre on the ritoon havc proved wonomlc in Kmya

Investigations into pla.nt spacmgs suggcst that populanons of armmd 23 000
plants per acre may be optunal for Kcuya condition. . A
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L SWhat wre the effects of spraying on the fruit !
R 3. Wee, Y. C.—The effects of planofix on the pmmppln fruit. Ma!avs Pineapple,

£y —_— 1971, Vol. 1, pp. 35-38. Graph. tabl, ref. §

- ~ . Spraying the developing Singapore Spanish fruit with a sohation of Planofix
T (an ANA based product) increased fruit weight, diameter and acidity. The best
‘. time for treatment was six weeks after the appearance of the inflorescence. Fruit

- maturity was also delayed with treatment. (Author),

: GREEN MANURE, COVER CROP, GROUND COVER CROP, SHADES TREE
. SEEDS for RUBBER ESTATES, COCONUT ESTATES and TEA ESTATES.

ACACIA, ALBIZZIA, GREVILLEA, RED GUM, SALIGNA, MARIGOLD,
TEPHROSIA, CROTALARIA, PUERARIA]AVANICA DESMODIUM,
GUARANTEED FRESH SEEDS from :
ROY. BANDARANAYAKE,
P. O, BOX 625,
COLOMBO. Sri Lanka.

EXPORTERS OF SEEDS to U.S.A., SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA, INDONESIA,
: AUSTRALIA, MALDIVE ISLANDS U.N.Q., AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND,
o , B. E. AFRICA.
T Soed Merchants, Exporters, '
Estate Agents, Estate Suppllers,
Hardware Dealers, Growers & Stocklsts.
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